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Discover treasured water
destinations and how you
can bhe the solution to
stormwater pollution.
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Thank you for keeping
our washes clean!

If you encounter illegal dumping,
persistent pet waste or other wash
concerns within Tucson, call

(520) 791-5843. Outside of city limits,
call (520) 724-7400.

Household hazardous waste (HHW) items
such as leftover oil and chemicals can

be properly disposed of and recycled at
multiple locations and events or scheduled
for pickup. Call HHW at (520) 888-6947.

Additional resources, such as Regionwide
Adopt-a-Site contacts, are available at
PAGstorm.com.

This pocket guide is brought to you by Pima
Association of Governments, the region’s
council of governments, metropolitan
planning organization, and designated
planning agency for areawide water quality
planning, with a goal to enhance our region’s
livability by improving our regional mobility
and sustainability.
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Pima Association of Governments

Enjoy your
watershed!

A Day in the Life of a Rain Drop
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Once a raindrop hits the ground,
it becomes stormwater. As
stormwater flows, it picks up
pollutants left on yards, sidewalks
and driveways.

Stormwater pollutants include
motor oil, brake and tire residue,
pet waste, yard chemicals, litter,
paint, and chemicals washed
from cars, including soap.

Our streets transport stormwater
and additional pollutants
through our neighborhoods.

Stormwater flows from streets
to stormdrains, which lead

to underground pipes that
empty directly into our desert
waterways.

A common misconception is that
stormwater gets cleaned at a
treatment plant. This is not true
in Pima County.

As the water flows away or
evaporates, pollutants and
trash collected from across the
watershed accumulate in our
fragile desert washes.

Plants and animals depend on
clean water as much as people
do. Even when washes are dry,
critters rely on healthy washes for
food, shelter and passage.

Solutions to Pollution

Don't forget to scoop the poop.
Clean up after your pet.

Welcome the desert rains into

your landscape. When stormwater
is harvested it breaks down
pollutants and is purified within
the soil, thus protecting our washes
with the help of plants.

Fix leaky vehicles. Use a drip pan
and clean up spills with absorbent
materials. Recycle used fluids at
auto shops.

Instead of driving your car, help
prevent pollution by riding the bus,
bike, carpool or walk.

Use commercial car washes, where
water is recycled. Or at home, use
biodegradable soap and wash your
car where the water can soak into
the ground.

Don't be a litterbug. Kudos to those
who adopt a wash to help clean up.

Properly dispose of chemicals at

a Household Hazardous Waste
facility. Never dump them onto the
ground or into stormdrains.

If you must use toxic products,
such as herbicides, pesticides or
fertilizers, store them safely and
don't apply them outside if a storm
is expected within three days.

Green our Streets
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Enhance your habitat by digging
a sunken rain garden filled with
mulch and native vegetation to
help capture stormwater.

Add raised earthen berms to help
slow yard runoff and to keep yard
chemical choices on site.

Install cisterns or rain barrels on
your property to collect water from
your roof.

Use gutter downspouts to direct
water to your plants.

Use porous materials that allow
water to sink in, or direct runoff
from hard surfaces to benefit your
yard.

Use curb cuts with sediment traps
to pull stormwater off the street
and filter it in small basins.

Street bump-outs and roundabouts
can direct stormwater to
landscaped areas while also
calming neighborhood traffic for
biking, walking and children at play.

Vegetation thrives with this
additional water resource. This
green stormwater infrastructure
additionally enhances our
community livability because it
shades pathways, cleans the air,
saves potable water and improves
soils!
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IT ALL ADDS UP

THE EVIDENCE IS HERE

THE CONCERN IS REAL

THE IMPACT IS LASTING

GOOD NEWS

SCOOP IT.BAG IT.TRASH IT.




Green streets help manage stormwater Cienega Creek with perennial flow. Limited visitation permitted Cottonwood trees rely on shallow groundwater  Vermilion Flycatchers thrive in riparian corridors ~ Storm clouds rolling over the Tucson Basin at sunset during monsoon season Biking along river parks Coati dwell in woodlands along streams Reparian areas support watchable wildlife Agua Caliente Springs
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Fishing at Sahuarita Lake Sonoran Mud Turtle, a native stream-dweller Looking southwest at the Tucson region’s Santa Cruz River Basin Scott Ave. provides resilient tree shade Lowland Leapard Frogs, a protected species Keep our waterways clean. Always scoop poop along The Loop! Tanque Verde Falls ElRio Perserve in Marana Gila Topminnow, an endangerred resident of perennial desert waters



