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Introduction 
Stormwater Program Purpose 

Arizona Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (AZPDES) regulations require that jurisdictions with municipal 
separate storm sewer system permits (MS4s) within Arizona protect stormwater quality. As the designated 
planning agency for Areawide Water Quality Management Planning (Section 208 of the Clean Water Act) for 
the Pima County area, Pima Association of Governments (PAG) is responsible for coordinating regional water 
quality planning. As the region’s federally required metropolitan planning organization, PAG’s planning factors 
include mitigation of stormwater from transportation sources of pollution.   

PAG uses an integrated watershed planning approach by 
collaborating with other relevant PAG programs and 
coordinating on projects led by PAG’s regional partners to 
enhance the region’s watershed. 

PAG’s has engaged the region with its stormwater quality 
efforts by using a multipronged approach: jurisdictional 
coordination, industry training, and education for the 
general public. PAG’s Stormwater Management Working 
Group (SWMWG) coordinates with MS4s and community 
partners through a forum for program development, 
information exchange and planning of events, strategies 
and projects. Together, PAG and its SWMWG develop 
stormwater messaging and resources for all regional 
partners to share. 

The goal of PAG’s stormwater engagement program is to 
raise awareness about non-point source pollutants and the 
importance of protecting desert water ways. Materials 
address how to prevent common pollutants, how water 
moves through the urban environment, how green 
infrastructure (GI) mitigates stormwater and the common 
misconception that storm sewers combine with sanitary 
sewage for treatment. PAG provides outreach templates in 
the form of slogans, ads, articles, signage, social media and 
promotional/educational materials as a planning tool for 
the region.  

About This Toolkit 

Stormwater outreach is considered an essential practice for management of non-point source pollution. PAG 
encourages partners to use cohesive imagery and messaging to increase recognition of the importance of 
clean water practices within the Tucson metropolitan area. This toolkit provides a visual summary of the 
stormwater resources available from PAG. Some printed materials are available to SWMWG members, 
jurisdictions and community partners by request. Downloadable outreach templates, promotional concepts 
and additional online resources are available at PAGstorm.com or by contacting 208info@pagregion.com.  
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Social Media 
Facebook 

PAG shares stormwater-related messages at facebook.com/PAGregion. Please follow and share Facebook 
posts on your organization’s page. 
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Printed Materials 
The following printed materials are currently available from PAG by request. The cards are popular at the 
library as a bookmark and for distribution at events.  

Green Streets/De-Pollute Your Commute Rack Card, English 

  



 

4 | P a g e  
 

 Green Streets/De-Pollute Your Commute Rack Card, Spanish 
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Watershed Fold-Out Maps 

The following is a map of the Tucson Regional Watershed in eastern Pima County. PAG’s 11x17-inch bifold 
map provides a birds-eye view of the watershed and includes tips for keeping stormwater clean in your 
neighborhood.  
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Printable Outreach Templates 
The following items are available as templates that you can print and distribute as desired.  

Watershed Map of Eastern Pima County 

The Watershed Map Pocket Guide, available online, was updated in 2018 and is available for download at: 
https://pagregion.com/sustainability/water-quality/keep-our-water-clean/.  
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Spanish Clean Water Posters 

A Spanish version of the “Clean Water Starts with Me!” tips page from the watershed map is available to download here: 
https://pagrtahost.kinsta.cloud/docs/2021/5/CleanWaterPosterSpanish4.pdf  
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Clean Water Starts with Me! Coloring Sheets 

Coloring sheets are available to download here: 
https://pagrtahost.kinsta.cloud/docs/2021/5/RainwaterHarvestingColoringSheets.pdf  
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Clean Water Starts with Me! Word Search 

The word search is available to download here: https://pagrtahost.kinsta.cloud/docs/2021/5/PAGStormwaterWordSearch.pdf  
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Pet Waste Stickers 

Pet waste stickers are designed to be printed on vinyl at 4 inches in diameter. PAG recommends that stickers 
be posted on trash cans, on signs, in parks and on pet waste stations. Past slogans include “Scoop the Poop,” 
“Pick Up Where Your Dog Left Off” and “Scoop it. Bag it. Trash it.” A version is also available with “Scoop Poop 
Along the Loop.” Graphics are available upon request. Pima County posts this sticker throughout the region 
along the Loop. 
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Promotional Concepts 
This section includes examples of past PAG outreach activities to be used as ideas for future outreach efforts. 

Pet Waste Stations 

Pet waste stations are a great way to encourage follow-through by pet owners by providing bags for pet waste 
when needed. Paired with graphics, such as PAG’s pet waste stickers, there are opportunities to share 
messaging as well. The refillable stations pictured below are inexpensive to make and are easy to maintain, as 
members of the public can refill the stations with bags themselves. Pima County has provided specifications 
for volunteers interested in making refillable pet waste stations, available from PAG upon request.  
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Reusable Water Bottles 

Reusable water bottles are a great way to spread the clean water message at meetings and special events. 
These bottles can make a continuous impact as they get reused and seen again over time. Bottles may be 
greener by exploring options to make them from recycled or sustainable materials. Graphics are available 
upon request.  
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Litter Removal Bags 

PAG and partners have previously funded the production of litter removal bags for community events. These 
bags have been used at litter cleanup events throughout the Tucson region, including Meet Me at Maynards’ 
Trash Mondays. They make a visual impression while making an impact. Graphics are available upon request. 
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Magazine Ads 

PAG has a variety of past “Clean Water Starts With Me!” ads available to use as templates in both English and 
Spanish. Graphics are available upon request. 
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Bus and Shuttle Interior Ads 

Where available, bus and shuttle ads are a great way to reach commuters and to highlight the stormwater 
benefits of transit. The images below are examples of poster ads on the Sun Tran bus and Cat Tran shuttle. 
Graphics are available upon request. 
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Bus Benches and Shelters 

Ads on bus benches and shelters in high-activity areas can reach users of all modes of transportation. Graphics 
are available upon request.  
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Bus Wrap Ads 

PAG has used bus wrap ads on Sun Tran buses to encourage the use of alternative modes of transportation for 
stormwater pollution prevention benefits. Graphics are available upon request. 
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Window Displays 

Graphics for window displays are available upon request. Previous examples below include displays at the 
Tucson International Airport and the University of Arizona. 
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Vehicle Sunshades 

PAG has used vehicle sunshades as special promotional items. Sunshades are long-lasting and can spread the clean water message anywhere the 
driver travels. Graphics are available upon request. 
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Community Events 

PAG has used a variety of informative displays and activities at community events throughout the region. 
Graphics, materials and instructions are available upon request. 
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Stormwater Pollution Prevention Messaging 
Characters and Mascots 

Raine Waters, Effie E. coli, and Lucy the Super Scooper are characters or mascots that have made appearances in PAG’s promotional materials and 
displays. Graphics are available upon request.  
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Messaging 

PAG has used or tested the following calls to action in outreach and engagement activities. Pima County Department of Environmental Quality 
survey responses show that awareness of the “Clean Water Starts with Me!” campaign and slogan is associated with positive behaviors and 
stormwater knowledge. Additional slogans can be seen on the ads above. The most recent air quality and stormwater survey results are available 
here: https://webcms.pima.gov/cms/one.aspx?portalId=169&pageId=59739  
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Additional Online Resources 
Clean Water Starts with Me! Public Outreach Resources 

In addition to those already linked in this document, PAG has the following “Clean Water Starts with Me!” 
materials, videos and audio available upon request or on youtube.com/PAGRegion. 

 Posters (digital copies only) 

o Cityscape Poster  

o Cityscape Poster, Spanish  

 Brochures (digital copies only) 

o Campaign Brochure, 2009 

o Spanish Brochure, 2005  

o Water Footprint Bookmark 

 Video 

o Clean Water Starts with Me! TV Commercial: youtu.be/hG-0x4KjhTo  

o Spanish Language PSAs: youtu.be/b5j1_5NCMMM, youtu.be/nZzSzxkZTmE, 
youtu.be/ALuaFRv6zkE  

 Radio 

o Stormwater Pathways PSA 

o Spanish Language PSA 

o Storm Drain Dumping PSA  

o Lawn Chemicals PSA  

o Pet Waste PSA  

o Desert Washes PSA  

 Stormwater Myth-Busting Infographics  
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Construction Industry Resources 

A document with links to information about stormwater regulations, BMPs, stormwater monitoring and past 
stormwater construction industry seminars is available at https://pagregion.com/sustainability/water-
quality/keep-our-water-clean/. 

 Map of MS4s in Eastern Pima County: https://app.box.com/s/2axqkybgq3l6cxytk8s8vhfo81o1gg4y  
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Green Infrastructure Resources 

 PAG’s GI Page: https://pagregion.com/sustainability/water-quality/green-infrastructure/  

 PAG Resiliency Planning Maps 

o Map: gismaps.pagnet.org/PAG-GIMap/  

o Info Sheet: https://gismaps.pagnet.org/PAG-GImap/Documents/GIToolInfoSheet.pdf  

o Tutorial: https://gismaps.pagnet.org/PAG-GImap/Documents/GIMapTutorial.pdf  

o Data Sources:  https://gismaps.pagnet.org/PAG-GImap/Documents/GIToolDataSources.pdf  

 2015 Resolution Supporting Green Infrastructure for Regional Vibrancy: https://pagregion.com/wp-
content/docs/pag/2021/05/2015-Green-Infrastructure-for-Regional-Vibrancy-Resolution.pdf  

 Local Low Impact Development (LID) Policy Inventory Report: 
https://pagrtahost.kinsta.cloud/docs/2021/5/JCleveland_Internship-GSI_report_final.pdf  

 Local LID Policy Inventory Spreadsheet: 
https://pagrtahost.kinsta.cloud/docs/2021/5/GSI_spreadsheet_mm_ma_9-2017.pdf  

 AutoCASETM Beta Testing Project – Evaluation of GI/LID Benefits in the Pima County Environment 

o Introduction: bit.ly/2SNlqSF  

o Full Report: bit.ly/3lvjzhY  

 LID Case-Study Map: 
https://pagrtahost.kinsta.cloud/docs/2021/5/LID_CaseStudy_Inventory_Map_4315.pdf  

 


