PAG

Pima Association of Governments

Environmental Planning Advisory Committee (EPAC) Meeting Summary

Summary of 9:30 a.m., Thursday, February 1,2024, Meeting

Full Video Recording (YouTube): https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9a5FIDZmaFk

ATTENDEES

Voting Members

Natalie Shepp, Pima County DEQ Abigail Okrent, Pima County DEQ

Christina McVie, Tucson Audubon David McAllister Romo, Pima County citizen
Barabara Johnson, Tohono O’odham Nation SXD  Ben Elias, City of Tucson

Kimberly Baeza, Pima County RWRD Jessica Rodriguez, City of Tucson

Alexandra Chavez, Town of Oro Valley Luke Cole, Sonoran Institute

Teresa Bravo, TEP Brendan Lyons, SAHBA

Howard Myers, SAHBA

Jessica Rodriguez, Tucson Water Non-Voting Members

Paula Bluemer, Town of Marana Katie Predick, Arizona Sonora Desert Museum
Charles Stack, Town of Oro Valley citizen

Andrew Agnew, City of Tucson citizen Staff Lead

Michael Catanzaro, City of Tucson Hannah Oden

Lyn Loveless, League of Women Voters

Call to Order and Introductions

The meeting was conducted in a hybrid format and called to order by the chair at
9:33 a.m.

2. In-kind Form

Members were informed that PAG would calculate in-kind contributions for meeting time from
the attendees list. Members were asked to inform PAG Planning Coordinator Hannah Oden if
their work is funded by federal dollars.

3. Approval of December 1,2023, EPAC Meeting Summary

Action: A motion was made by Christina McVie and seconded by Paula Bluemer to approve the
December 1, 2023, EPAC Meeting Summary. The motion passed with 18 yes votes and 1

abstention.

Abstention: Andrew Agnew
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4. Nomination to fill vacant Professional/Technical Interest Area EPAC committee member

PAG Planning Coordinator Hannah Oden introduced Alejandra Fraijo Arce as a nominee to fill the
Professional/Technical interest area vacancy. Ms. Oden provided information on HDR Inc. and
reviewed Ms. Arce’s qualifications to fill the vacancy.

Action: A motion to nominate Alejandra Fraijo Arce to the Executive Director to fill the vacancy
for the professional/technical area interest area was made by Jessica Rodriguez and seconded by
Christina McVie. The motion was passed unanimously.

5. EPAC Top Environmental Issues List for 2024

Video Timestamp: 22:40

PAG Planning Coordinator Hannah Oden reviewed the final draft of the EPAC Top Environmental
Issues List for 2024 that incorporates additional feedback from members since the Dec. 1, 2023,
meeting. Members discussed the refinement of specific language included in the document and
its purpose.

Members requested the following amendments:

e End of second paragraph of "Clean Air" section (added text):

To facilitate transitioning away from fossil fuels in energy systems, planning efforts to
increase transportation electrification, including infrastructure development, also will be
prioritized.

e Final paragraph under "Climate Variability" (instead of "decreasing carbon-based sources"):
Locally, key impactful mitigation measures would include increasing renewable energy
sources and transitioning away from fossil fuels in energy systems, encouraging and
protecting alternate modes of travel, and improving electric vehicle infrastructure.

¢ In thefirst sentence of the second paragraph of the “Wildlife Connectivity” section, replace
“encouraged” with “prioritized.”

The presentation is available HERE.

Action: A motion to adopt the final draft of the EPAC Top Environmental Issues List for 2024 with
the amendments discussed, while requesting written refinement of the Clean Air section before

the next meeting to revisit and approve that section separately, was made by Abigail Okrent and

seconded by Christina McVie. The motion passed with 20 yes votes and 2 abstentions.

Abstentions: Brendan Lyons and Teresa Bravo
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6.

City of Tucson Urban Forestry Program

Video Timestamp: 47:11

City of Tucson Urban Forestry Program Manager Nicole Gillett provided an overview of the Urban
Forestry Program and Tucson Million Trees project. Ms. Gillett discussed the program’s roles,
mission, goals, and reviewed the program’s action plan and current status. Members were
informed of the importance of canopy coverage, ways to improve canopy coverage in Tucson,
and available resources.

The presentation is available HERE.

This was an information item.

Save Our Saguaros - Beat Back Buffelgrass Month

Video Timestamp: 1:21:07

Arizona Sonora Desert Museum Conservation Scientist Katie Predick provided information on the
Save Our Saguaros event on Feb. 3, 9:00 a.m., at Sentinel Peak Park. The event relies on
volunteers and will feature a community-driven mural creation.

This was an information item.
Future Agenda Items

Members suggested the following items:

e Presentation on an urban national wildlife refuge for the Santa Cruz River
e Pima County Priority Climate Action Plan presentation

e A status update on best management practices to address invasive species
e Equity and Environmental Justice presentation

e Greenhouse gas performance measure

e Fare free public transportation and financial considerations

e Possibilities for incentivizing, normalizing and streamlining the purchase and
installation of heat pumps to replace methane gas furnaces

¢ How the money going toward a new jail and incarceration affects
environmental issues

e PFAS presentation form Watershed Planning Subcommittee
e Environmental impact of reduced working days

***Pursuant to open meeting laws, the committee cannot discuss or act on any matter
raised that is not listed on this agenda.
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9. Adjournment

The meeting was adjourned at 11:25 a.m.
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